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Rabbi Anne Brener, LCSW is a Psychotherapist and Spiritual Director, who 
assists institutions in creating caring communities. Anne is a faculty member of 
the Academy for Jewish Religion, California, where she is Professor of Ritual and 
Human Development. She is the author of the acclaimed Mourning & Mitzvah: 
Walking the Mourner's Path  (Jewish Lights, 1993 & 2001) and has contributed to 
LifeCycles: Jewish Women on Personal Milestones and Life Passages, Jewish 
Pastoral Care, Jewish Spiritual Direction, Making Prayer Work, and many other 
publications.  
 
A frequent contributor to the Los Angeles Jewish Journal, Anne was ordained as 
a Reform Rabbi in 2008 in Los Angeles. She is also a graduate of Hebrew Union 
College’s School of Communal Service (1983), and the University of Southern 
California’s School of Social Work (1983), as well as San Francisco State’s 
Department of Broadcast Communication Arts (1976).  
 
Anne is a founding faculty member of Yedidya’s Morei Derekh- Jewish Spiritual 
Direction Program and serves on the Steering Committee of Hebrew Union 
College’s: Kalsman Institute on Medicine and Judaism. 
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